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Abstract 

Educational challenges abound in Nigeria. These challenges are 
seriously affecting the system from recording the desired result. This 
paper therefore examined educational dilemma in Nigeria as it relates 
to curriculum process. In so doing, certain issues as lack of 
functionality, policy inconsistency, inadequate curriculum resources 
and inadequate motivation of teachers were highlighted as 
impediments to curriculum delivery process. Some recommendations 
were proffered on how to tackle the challenges. 

 
 

The importance of education to national development cannot be over 
emphasized. It is for the above reason that the national policy on education (FRN, 
2004) stated that education is an instrument par excellence in achieving national 
development. However, to actualize the vision of this national development, various 
nations have made laudable pronouncements on education and have backed them with 
adequate funding. In most national budgetary appropriation, education is often 
allocated a lion share of the resources. 
 

Nigeria is not an exception to this rule and hence she has introduced various 
programmes on education as a means of achieving national development. Some of 
these include the Universal Free Primary Education scheme, the 6-3-3-4 system of 
education and the Universal Basic Education among others. Even with the attempt 
made at reforming educational practices in the country, there have been spates of 
turbulence, instability, erosion of standard and explosion in enrolment in the last two to 
three decades (Baikie, 2002). There are also other challenges. 
 

This paper therefore examines some issues on the curricular practice and other 
dilemma as identified with the system of education in Nigeria. It also proffers some 
suggestions on the way forward so that the challenges can be tackled. 
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Educational Dilemma in Nigeria 
Education is the pivot upon which development depends. The level of 

educational sophistication is a key determinant through their quality and quantity of 
level of attainment made in the social, economic, scientific and technological spheres of 
human development. The demarcation point between the industrial and military powers 
of the world like United States of America, United Kingdom, France, Germany, Japan, 
North Korea and India and the under developed countries of Africa and other third 
world countries is largely dependent on the level of educational development. 
(Abolade, 2009). 
 

The place of education as a vehicle for national development cannot be over 
emphasized. The major thrust of education in Nigeria is on the realization of national 
goals to wit:  
A free and democratic society 
A just and egalitarian society 
A great and dynamic economy; and 
A land full of bright opportunities for all citizens (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2004) 
 

The philosophical essence of the above goals is to ensure the effective 
integration of the individual into becoming a good citizen, and also provide equal 
educational opportunities for all citizens of the Nigerian nation from the primary to 
tertiary levels of education in the overriding interest of social change and national 
development (Maduewesi, 2005). 
 

The production of suitable manpower for service to the various sectors of the 
economy is always a priority of the educational system. In Nigeria, various national 
development plans especially the fourth were geared towards meeting this manpower 
challenge. As captured by Amaele (2007:15): 

The fourth National Development Plan for Nigeria, in appreciation of 
the role of man in the national development states that the plan is man-
oriented. Hence for a positive change to occur, man himself has to be 
developed. His creative potentials have to be unfolded to enable him 
improve in his material conditions. Therefore, the socio-economic 
transformation of any society is always the result of man’s ability to 
use all the variables at his disposal. The above therefore presupposes 
that the system of education in any nation determines the rate of 
national development. 

 
The government at various levels in Nigeria have always appropriated large 

amount of money based on their capacity into the educational system. It is the 
responsibility of the three tiers of government to fund education since it is on the 
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concurrent list in Nigeria. The level of funding that education receives and the various 
programmes and policy direction for practices is for a price. The price is that education 
is expected to make reasonable mark in science and technological development. It is 
also expected to produce new and useful techniques in agriculture, medicine and 
resources management. It is further anticipated to make impact on the rule of law, 
national unity, dignity of labour and in the moral development of individuals (Amaele, 
2007). 
 

In Nigeria, education is in a dilemma because most of the programmes and 
policies designed for education have not yielded expected outcomes. The unpleasant 
state of education and the products of the system might not be divorced from the 
approach and perception on what education ought to offer. 
 
The United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 
stipulates that every nation should appropriate twenty-six percent (26%) of her annual 
national budget to education. Nigeria is yet to comply with that standard in yearly 
budgets. Even though a large chunk of the federal, state and local government budgets 
are meant for education, these efforts are like a little drop into a mighty ocean because 
educational institutions are always increasing both in number and complexity. Even at 
that, the fund budgeted hardly gets appropriately utilized. Baikie (2002:149) aptly 
captured this dilemma when he asserted that: 

The most important statement that needs to be made in this regard is to 
strongly advocate that funds specifically meant for education must be 
seen to have been spent for education. In spite of the inadequacy of 
allocations to education about which we all decry, there is no doubt 
that only a negligible percentage of what is allocated is spent on 
education. If stringent steps are not taken to monitor expenditure on 
education, any increases made in allocations will only go down the 
drain through corrupt practices of those responsible for the 
implementation of education programmes. 

 
There is also the dilemma of policy inconsistency in education. The challenge 

of policy sustenance is largely due to absence of political will to continue the reform 
process of a preceding government by a succeeding one. Every government wants to 
initiate its own programme on education by jettisoning those started by its predecessor 
(Ojo, 2011). In Nigeria educational system, grade two teacher training institutions have 
gradually disappeared, higher schools certificate programme has been phased out, the 
National Educational Technology Centre in Kaduna has been converted to something 
else and the consolidation of tertiary institutions started by the administration of former 
president Olusegun Obasanjo has been abandoned. 
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There is an issue with the quality of products of the school system. This 
problem of quality has attracted negative image at home and abroad on the entire 
educational levels in Nigeria. According to Baikie (2002:150) “The generality of the 
Nigerian populace seem to have firmly held the belief that the standard and quality of 
education in Nigeria’s public schools have fallen below expectation”. 
  

There is a dilemma on what to do with thousands of unemployed products of 
the school system in Nigeria. The painful reality is that the educational system is 
turning out graduates faster than the economy can provide employment for. The 
consequence of the dilemma is the prevalence of prostitution, hooliganism and other 
vices that have increased beyond the control of the educationists and parents and most 
serious of them all- the brain drain syndrome (Abdulkarim, 2002). Indeed the critical 
rate of growth in the economy, agriculture, demography and education has gone 
seriously out of balance for capacity absorption as indeed is the case with Nigeria 
presently and the national development process will be in trouble not only 
economically but socially and politically (Baikie, 2002). 
 
Curriculum Correlates 

Curriculum is a vital segment of education because educational programmes by 
themselves are not complete without a blue-print mapping out directions to be followed 
not only in class room activities, but with the total growth of the individual learner. 
Curriculum is the instrument through which educational policies involving teaching 
and learning are brought to the fore. It provides a framework through which necessary 
materials and activities that contribute to the complete development of an individual is 
addressed. In essence the curriculum forms the core of the educational activities in the 
teaching and learning process. In the words of Robinson (1980:2). 

The curriculum generally includes all subjects and activities over 
which the school has control or for which it has responsibility. It also 
defines the circuit within which certain types of learning are to take 
place. It denotes those experiences and activities which are devised by 
the school or other institutions of learning for the purpose of changing 
a learner’s behaviour, acquiring or reinforcing certain skills and 
preparing him to fit properly into his society. It therefore takes into 
account all forms of activity that contribute to the learner’s mental, 
psychological, social and physical growth. The curriculum may be 
looked upon as the broad general frame work of all educational 
programmes instituted by a school or an educational institution. 
 
In order for the curriculum to be of significance, it must be geared towards 

assisting the individual to see the value of the past in relation to the present. It should 
also be dynamic and child centered which implies that it should be adjustable to suit the 
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needs, age and aspiration of the child. It has to provide a connection between the school 
and the society as a reflection of the symbolic relationship between the school and the 
society (Maduewesi, 2002: 17& 18). 
To further underscore the link between the school and society, Oyekan (2000: 18) 
observed that: 

As the dynamic society changes through the continuing process of 
modernity, curriculum will equally change towards preparing the 
individuals for the enterprising challenges of life today and tomorrow. 
The changes that usually shape learning tasks and objectives are a 
reflection of individual needs and societal problems. When they are 
incorporated into the learning activities and lesson plans for the 
students, curriculum implementation provides meaningful instruction 
for the realization of educational objectives through classroom 
practices. 

 
As with education, there are dilemmas that the school curricular in Nigeria has 

to contend with. A major dilemma has to do with the functionality of the curriculum. 
Functional curriculum is designed to teach students skills that will allow them to 
function as competent and accepted adult. It emphasizes independent living skills in the 
form of vocational, communication and social skills (Esu, 2010). A situation where 
many products of the school system are without adequate skills for self engagement in 
the absence of white collar job can be anything but functional. The essence of 
education for self reliance through the 6-3-3-4 system therefore has not been of serious 
effect. The blame is on the curriculum. 
 

Again, an important element in the curriculum implementation process is the 
teacher because it is his duty to organize the activities set out in the curriculum in a 
meaningful way for the sake of the learner. For the teacher to successfully discharge his 
duties, he has to be abreast with the curriculum provision so as to be able to determine 
the different strategies to be employed in different learning situations. It is only when a 
teacher has a proper grasp of the curriculum coupled with adequate knowledge of the 
learner and the environment of learning will he be able to select suitable instructional 
methods that will help the learner’s attain stated objectives. 
 

In transmitting the curriculum into concrete terms, Robinson (1980) averred 
that the teacher will be provided the opportunity to estimate his impact upon the 
influences that affect the learner and assist him to relate objectively to those influences. 
The curriculum process has therefore placed an onerous responsibility before the 
teacher as far as the implementation process is concerned. It is in this regard that Garba 
(1996:11) observed that: 
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The extent to which the curriculum is successful in producing desirable 
changes in the attitude and behaviours of the pupils is the measure of 
teaching effectiveness. The teacher accomplishes these goals by 
directing the learning activities of the children, a function which is 
considered as the teacher’s major responsibility. The teacher works 
with children in effective ways to provide maximum development 
towards intellectual, physical, emotional and social maturity. 
However, these effective ways are only possible if the teacher 
possesses the appropriate background. This means the teacher must 
have the necessary training, wisdom, experiences, attitudes, beliefs and 
feelings. 

 
It is only when teachers are adequately mobilized that above desires can be 

actualized. Unfortunately, teachers in Nigeria are not properly motivated for optimal 
performance and hence there is a dilemma with curriculum implementation even when 
properly planned. 
 

The level of curriculum resources available for implementation is also a factor 
in the dilemma in Nigerian education. This was the point of emphasis when Baikie 
(2002: 150) noted that: 

Many factors are responsible for the delivery of poor quality education 
and consequently performance is correspondingly affected adversely. 
These include ill equipped and untrained and unqualified teachers; 
very poor learning environment; unbearable congestions in 
classrooms; non availability of instructional materials; poor 
supervision and management of the school system. 

 
In a situation as the above, the curriculum process can do better through the 

availability of adequate human and material resources. The curriculum practice can 
equally be improved upon through well organized and purposeful school leadership and 
periodic supervision on curriculum delivery. 
 

There is a further challenge of wastage in the system. At the conception of the 
6-3-3-4 system of education, Introductory Technology was supposed to equip the 
learners with certain entrepreneurship skills. To this effect a lot of machines and their 
accessories were imported for a smooth take off and delivered to schools. 
Unfortunately, instead of using them in the teaching and learning process, most of the 
accessories were mostly stolen, vandalized or even allowed to waste away. Lamenting 
on the above scenario, Abdulkarim (2003)  stated that Nigeria imported millions of 
Naira worth of technical equipment and sent to schools but unfortunately, many of such 
equipment wasted for either lack of technical expertise to mount them or were 
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mismanaged by unscrupulous heads of schools. The same situation applies to many 
school libraries and laboratories and hence they are not impacting seriously on 
curriculum delivery in schools. 
 
Conclusion 

The Nigerian educational system has been grappling with various dilemma. 
These dilemmas have been responsible for the non realization of the laudable goals 
upon which various programmes were premised upon. As a result also, curriculum 
process and practices have not yielded the anticipated dividends to many of the learners 
and the Nigerian society. 
 

It is thus, the contention of this paper that the educational system in general and 
the curriculum process in particular can optimally perform when the various hindrances 
are properly tackled. 
 
Recommendations  

If the current educational dilemma and its curriculum correlates are to be 
effectively addressed, the following recommendations are hereby proffered: 

a) There should be robust funding of education at all levels so as to aspire in 
meeting the standard set by UNESCO. There should also be prudent and 
judicious use of approved and disbursed fund by education managers. 

b) There should be an established level of policies and programmes continuity by 
government and education administrators. 

c) There is need for a functional curriculum to aid the quest for self reliance. 
d) Adequate utilization of curriculum resources for proper curriculum delivery is 

being advocated for, so as to improve the quality of teaching and learning and 
improve upon the quality of products of school system. 

e) Wastage in education should be curtailed. 
f) Teacher motivation, adequacy and competence is paramount to tackle the 

curriculum challenge as it relates to educational dilemma in Nigeria 
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